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CONPIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 4377 

BEIRUT FOR RCAA DWOR 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: EAIR, IN 

SUBJECT: AVIATION SALES: PRENCH REPORTEDLY SWEETEN AIRBUS 
DEAL WITH OFPER OF HELICOPTER PLANT 

REF: NEW DELHI 4279 

1. MINGRONE (LOCKHEED’S VICE-PRESIDENT FOR SALES) TELLS US 
THAT HE HAS HEARD THAT THE PRENCH ARE SWEETENING UP THE DEAL 
POR THE AIRBUS BY OFPERING A PLANT TO CONSTRUCT AN ADVANCED 
HELICOPTER IN INDIA. MINGRONE DID NOT KNOW ALL OP THE DETAILS. 
HOWEVER, HE DID SAY THAT IT IS MORE A MODERN HELICOPTER 
THAN THE ALLOUETTE, PRESUMABLY THE LATEST PRENCH TECHNOLOGY. 
MOST OP THE PINANCING WOULD COME FROM LIBYA WHICH WOULD 
PURCHASE THE HELICOPTERS. IT IS NOT CLEAR HOW MUCH OP THE 
OUTPUT THE LIBYANS WOULD TAKE. THE FRENCH WOULD ALSO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE FINANCING. MINGRONE DID NOT KNOW HOW MUCH 
MONEY WAS INVOLVED, BUT HAD HEARD THAT THE TERMS WERE 20 
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FINANCING. HE KNEW NOTHING ABOUT THE TERMS ON THE LIBYAN 
PORTION OE THE EINANCING. 

2. WE LL KEEP OUR EARS OPEN FOR CONFIRMATION AND FURTHER 
DETAILS. 

SAXBE 
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